


Pikey’s Progress:   Another record for the Old Wilsonians’ Cricket  Club 

	Records, they say, are there to be broken, and the Old Wilsonians’ Cricket Club created another one in a friendly fixture against Holton Kirby on April 25th  by fielding its youngest ever senior team, with an average age of 16 years and seven months.  
	Led by Michael  Mitchell,  who started his OW career at the age of 9, although he had to wait a bit longer to make his senior debut, ‘Mitch’ is now an old man of 33,  ‘Head of year’ at Hayes school and,  but for his presence,  the average age would have been just 15 years and 3 months! 
 	Everyone arrived an hour or so before start of play and participated vigorously and enthusiastically in the warm-up and when Teddy Pippard took a wicket with the fifth ball of the game,  Holton Kirby’s  2nd Xl, albeit supplemented by a number of 1st Xl players, realised that they would have to take this youthful side a little more seriously, which they did, and a second wicket partnership of 139 put them in control,  but when Ethan Williams took a neat catch off the bowling of Oscar Rushton to break this stand, there were still 16 overs remaining of the allotted 40 and, with eight wickets remaining, our hosts were probably thinking they could achieve a score of around 300. 
	 However, our youngsters had other ideas and restricted our hosts to just another 100 runs and took another five wickets, a magnificent performance against a side steeped in experience and probably thinking the game would provide them with some useful batting practice before the season started in earnest.
 	The OWs used ten bowlers – the only player not to rotate his arm being wicket-keeper Joe Wisbey - with Teddy Pippard, Joe Morgan and the skipper all taking two wickets,  whilst the anoraks amongst you might find it significant that Luke Edmunds, Oscar Rushton and Seb Sillicron all conceded 35 runs.
	Throughout the Holton Kirby innings, including that second wicket partnership, the youngsters fielded enthusiastically and never let their heads down. There were a few dropped catches and miss-fields, but that was understandable. 
 	And so it was tea time, sponsored by Farley rusks, after which it was our turn to bat, the first ball of the innings going for four byes before Harley Tucker dispatched the second over the boundary rope and we were 10 for 0 at the end of the first over. Would the game be over before the drinks interval?
	Well, No, because that ten runs an over could not be sustained, but there was only 15 balls left when Holton Kirby eventually took the tenth wicket, by which time we had amassed a very commendable 169 runs
So how did our eleven heroes perform? In batting order,  the jury found as follows:
Harley Tucker At 17 one of the ‘old men’ of the side, Harley has been playing senior cricket for a couple of seasons and is now the established 2nd Xl wicket-keeper 
He did not wear the gloves on this occasion and spent most of his time fielding at first slip. He hit a positive 28 before being caught behind to his obvious annoyance. Bowled one over for just one one 
Joe Wisbey As well as opening the batting Joe also kept wicket for 249 balls and conceded just 10 byes – two fours and a two – which showed great concentration. Opening the batting also demands great concentration – a new ball and fresh bowlers – and helped Harley put on 26 before being bowled by a good ball for six
Ethan Williams  Top scored with 39. Started slowly but gained in confidence, his last 18 runs including four boundaries. Helped Harley put on 35 for the second wicket before the latter’s dismissal and then became  involved in a ‘split wicket’ with Joe Morgan – more of which later. Bowled just one over at the cost of 10 runs. Could become a fashion icon in his choice of cricket boots.
Joe Morgan The only player in the game to bat twice. Initially strode to the wicket with honest intent before an injury forced him to retire three runs later. Was the last man out having scored 4 runs. Was an important part in our comeback after that long second wicket stand, taking 2 for 21
NB: A ‘split wicket’ occurs when a partnership involves more than two people, invariably the consequence of retirement, either through injury or in order to give someone else the opportunity to bat 
Oscar Rushton A natural all-rounder who performed admirably with both bat and ball, as well as being  very dependable in the field. His innings of 22 contained four boundaries before being deceived by a straight ball to be trapped lbw. Broke Horton Kirby’s long second wicket stand, thanks to  Ethan Williams neat catch 
Michael Mitchell   Great to see him back. Started his OW career as a nine year old, ultimately becoming 1st Xl skipper before playing Premier Division cricket with Bickley Park; he certainly has that quality. Batted and bowled with his usual authority 
Teddy Pippard  Lifted everyone’s spirits by bowling one of the Holton Kirby openers with the fifth ball of the game before also dismissing their top scorer for 92,  which enabled us to get back into the game and prevented ours hosts recording a massive total 
Teddy Burnett  Hit three fine boundaries in an innings of 16 and opened the bowling, performing both activities with a maturity over and above his tender years. Was born on Christmas Day; must love that time of the year 
Seb Skillicorn  At the age of 13 one of the two youngest members of the team – see also later. Survived a tight run out call to remain 13 not out at the end of the game.  Bowled six overs for 34 runs – not many 13 year olds can do that and, from memory, think the only other Old Wilsonian to do so was probably Neil Kendrick………...about 45 years ago! 
Raf Skillicorn  Twin brother of Seb although, according to their registration details, they were born a month apart – their mother has my total admiration. Received  a good ball when batting whilst his six overs went for 35 runs 
Luke Edmunds  Another player who received a good ball when batting. Bowled many good balls himself but a wicket eluded him 
 	Later that evening our skipper sent me the following email: 
“It felt like a very special day to have such a young team taking on a fully adult XI. All the parents were so happy and proud. Up there as one of my favourite games for OWs that was. (Not sure if that is particularly good grammar, Head of Year, but I applaud your sentiment)  The youngsters gave a tremendous account of themselves in a game that was intended to be the opposition’s 2nd Xl,  but ended up having half their 1st Xl in it!!! I hope  you enjoyed it. “
	Well, Yes, I did and will watch the progress of all who played with interest. One  final point as far as the cricket is concerned.  A week earlier the 1st Xl played Bromley Town in a 40 over game in which they bowled 26 wides. In this game our youngsters  bowled just  five – Horton Kirby bowled seven! 
	Sincere thanks to Jasper for umpiring and to ‘Mitch’ for organising the game and to Andy Rushton for giving me a lift to the ground and to the 194 bus stop upon the game’s  completion.





